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SET COMMITTEE

CASS COUNTY

CLINTON COUNTY

Christy |Householder | Economic Development| Cass |Shan  |Sheridan Chamber of Commerce Clinton
Jim Sailors Local Government Cass (Don Stock Resident Clinton
Arin Shaver City/County Planning Cass MIANMI COUNTY
Becki |Harris Logan's Landing Cass |Dick Wiles Resident Miami
Elzine |Zeider Area Five Cass |[Ethan [Manning Local Government Miami
Bob Dunderman Municipal Utility Cass |[Jim Tidd Economic Development Miami
Dave |Arnold Education Cass _|Josh Francis Local Government Miami
lde Vaneen Local Government Cass |Steve |Reiff Resident Miami
Bishop |Grover Local Government Cass |Marilyn |Jackson Local Government Miami
Jeff LeDonne Local Government Cass |Steve  |Dobbs Business Owner Miami
John Jackson Local Government Cass |Tom McKaig Education Miami
Rose |Jackson Local Government Cass |Jim Yates Economic Development Miami
Larry  |Lowry Veteran Services Cass |Brooke |Robertson Economic Development Miami
Fred |Seehase Agriculture Cass |Sandy |Chittum Chamber of Commerce Miami
FULTON COUNTY Richard |Hostetler Regional Sewer District Miami
Randy |Sutton Local Government Fulton REGION-WIDE
Terry |Lee Economic Development| Fulton |Susan |Sciame-Giesescke Indiana University Kokomo Regional
Sarah |Reese Rochester Main St Fulton [Cathy [Valcke Indiana University Kokomo Regional
Amy Roe Chamber of Commerce | Fulton [Kathy [Burns Tecumseh Area Partnership |Regional
Amy Beechy Economic Development| Fulton |Michelle|Simmons vy Tech Regional
Lori Hurst Local Government Fulton |Susan |Davis IN Small Business Development | Regional
HOWARD COUNTY Rodni  |Lytle lvy Tech Regional
Charlie |Sparks Economic Development| Howard |Mike Karickhoff State Representative Regional
Scott  [Deyoe Business Owner Howard |Douglas |Schwartz GRDA Regional
Stan  |Oriman Local Government Howard |Tim Calhoon GRDA Regional
Tyler  [Moore Business Owner Howard |Amy Pate Real Estate Association Regional
Dean |Despinoy GRDA Howard |Gerry  |White OCRA Regional
Jolene |Rule ) Greentown Main St Howard |Jennifer |Vanderburg OCRA Regional
Mike |McCool Economic Development| Howard TIPTON COUNTY
Mark |Lantz Local Government Howard |Don Havens Local Government Tipton
Misty  |Knisely Economic Development| Howard [Vicki Warner Chamber of Commerce Tipton
Nathan |Kring Economic Development Tipton
Bold indicates Core Team Tami Brown Agriculture Tipton |
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"l COMMISSIONERS

~ CASS COUNTY

Cass County Government Building
Room 200, 200 Court Parl
Logansport, Indiana 46947

(574) 753-7770 Fax: (574) 753-4398

} James L. Sailors
Ralph Anderson
Jeff LeDonne

May 18,2017

Jim Sailors

Cass County Commissioners
200 Court Park

Logansport, IN 46947

Dear Mr. Ray

I am pleased to send this letter of commitment to the Stronger Economics Together (SET)
Program. Cass County fully supports the North Central Indiana Regional Planning Council
and its role in helping our rural communities/counties work together.

Cass County understands our region is only as strong as our communities. The goals and
objectives outlined in the plan are consistent with our local strategies and build upon the
past efforts to strengthen the region. For this reason, we offer our continued support for
the implementation of the SET High-Quality plan in the form of both human and financial
resources.

[ ook forward to the successful implementation of the SET initiatives

Sincerely,

Qi RN

Jim Sailors
Cass County Commissioners




May 15, 2017

Steven Ray, Executive Director
NCIRPC

1525 W Hoosier Blvd, Ste 204
Peru, IN 46970

Dear Mr. Ray

Please accept this letter of commitment to participate as an active and engaged regional team
member in the implementation of the Stronger Economics Together (SET) plan. Clinton County is
committed to working with our regional partners to pursue strategies and activities that advance
the advance manufacturing and agriculture sectors and build on the existing quality of life

amenities across the region.
The goals and objectives outlined in the SET document are critical to the long-term growth and
sustainability of our communities and region. As a participant of the planning process, | believe

this strategic plan will serve as a foundation to strengthen our local and regional economies.

Clinton County strongly supports the SET initiative and looks forward to the implementation of
the plan.

Sincerely,

/

le yRowet

144/ 4(/«4/2,

Clitton Count{ Council




May 15, 2017

Steven Ray, Executive Director
NCIRPC

1525 W Hoosier Blvd, Ste 204
Peru, IN 46970

Dear Mr. Ray

Please accept this letter of commitment to participate as an active and engaged regional team
member in the implementation of the Stronger Economics Together (SET) plan. Fulton County is
committed to working with our regional partners to pursue strategies and activities that advance
the advance manufacturing and agriculture sectors and build on the existing quality of life
amenities across the region. ‘

The goals and objectives outlined in the SET document are critical to the long-term growth and
sustainability of our communities and region. As a participant of the planning process, | believe
this strategic plan will serve as a foundation to strengthen our local and regional economies.

Fulton County strongly supports the SET initiative and looks forward to the implementation of
the plan.

Sincerely,

/) ' 3
Lorie L. Hurst
Fulton County Council




May 31, 2017

Steven Ray, Executive Director
NCIRPC

1525 W Hoosier Blvd, Ste 204
Peru, IN 46970

Dear Mr. Ray

Please acceot this letter of commitment to participate as an active and engaged
regional team member in the implementation of the Stronger Economics Together
(SET) plan. Howard County is committed to continue working with our regional
partners to pursue strategies and activities that further the advancement of our
manufacturing and agriculture sectors and build on the existing quality of life
amenities across the region.

The goals and objectives outlined in the new SET document are critical to the long-
term growth and sustainability of our communities and region. As a participant of
the planning process, Howard County believes this strategic plan will serve as a

foundation to strengthen our local and regional economies.

The Howard County Board of Commissioners strongly supports the SET initiatives
and looks forward to the implementation of its plan.

Sincerely, -

Twér Moore

"Howard County Commissioner




Commissioners

Josh Francis

Larry West

Jerry Hamman

Pat Roberts - Attorney

Miami County

25 North Broadway
Peru, Indiana 46970
(765) 472-3901

FAX (765) 472-1412

May 15, 2017

Steven Ray, Executive Director
NCIRPC

1525 W Hoosier Blvd, Ste 204
Peru, IN 46970

Dear Mr. Ray

Please accept this letter of commitment to participate as an active and engaged regional
team member in the implementation of the Stronger Economics Together (SET) plan.
Miami County is committed to working with our regional partners to pursue strategies
and activities that advance the advance manufacturing and agriculture sectors and build
on the existing quality of life amenities across the region.

The goals and objectives outlined in the SET document are critical to the long-term
growth and sustainability of our communities and region. As a participant of the planning
process, | believe this strategic plan will serve as a foundation to strengthen our local and
regional economies.

Miami County strongly supports the SET initiative and looks forward to the
implementation of the plan.

Sincerely,

/7 S

Josh Francis
Miami County Commissioner




October 4, 2017

Steven Ray, Executive Director
NCIRPC

1525 W Hoosier Blvd, Ste 204
Peru, IN 46970

Dear Mr. Ray

Please accept this letter of commitment to participate as an active and engaged regional team
member in the implementation of the Stronger Economics Together (SET) plan. Tipton County is
committed to working with our regional partners to pursue strategies and activities that advance
the advance manufacturing and agriculture sectors and build on the existing quality of life
amenities across the region.

The goals and objectives outlined in the SET document are critical to the long-term growth and
sustainability of our communities and region. As a participant of the planning process, | believe
this strategic plan will serve as a foundation to strengthen our local and regional economies.

Tipton County strongly supports the SET initiative and looks forward to the implementation of the
plan.

Sincerely,

A2 P

James Mullins
Tipton County Commissioner




)

INDIANA UNIVERSITY
~ KOKOMO

OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR

May 23, 2017

Steven Ray. Executive Director
NCIRPC

1525 W Hoosier Blvd. Ste 204
Peru. IN 46970

Dear Mr. Ray.

It is my pleasure to write this letter of support for the Stronger Economics Together (SET
Program. Indiana Universite Xokomo is a leading advocate of initiatives that bring together
g ] g g tog

public. private and educational entities to build stronger local and regional economies.

Indiana University Kokomo has participated in the SET planning process is committed to the
implementation of the strategies outlined in the final document. We have the experience necessary
to advance the leadership institute and the quality of life initiatives. Our extensive network within
the region and across the State can be leveraged to bring communities and counties together to
develop a stronger future.

Indiana University Kokomo strongly supports the North Central Indiana Regional Planning
Council's effort and 1s a committed pariner.

Sincerely. (} P

-~ PR R RV T S
. SR S i SR

/

Susan Sciame-Giesecke. Ph.D.
Chancellor

2300 S. Washingion Street . P.O. Box 2003 Kokomo, IN 46904-9003  (765) 455-9225  fax (765) 455-9444  wynviulk.edu




June 6, 2017

Steven Ray, Executive Director
NCIRPC

1525 W Hoosier Blvd, Ste 204
Peru, IN 46970

Dear Mr. Ray

vy Tech Community College-Kokomo Region enthusiastically offers this letter of commitment
to serve as an active and engaged regionnl team member in the implementation of the North
Central Indiana Regional Planning Council’s Stronger Economics Together (SET) plan, vy Tech
offers educational and workforce iraining opportunities in each of the six North Central Indiana
counties and believes the Community College will play a vitai role in achieving the goals outlined
in the SET plan.

vy Tech Community College has a long history of working with the regional pariners and seeks
to continue its engagement for the long-term growth and sustainability of our communitics and
region. The strategic objectives related to the employer/educator council, agriculture council, and
the Center of Excellence for Advanced Manufacturing are aligned with vy Tech’s core mission.
As porticipants of the planning process, we believe this sirategic plan will serve as a foundation to
strengthen our local and regional economies.

lvy Tech is committed to offer its resources to the successful implementation of the SET initiative
and is excited to move this endeavor forward.

Sincerely,
' )\
e 3 e
ielle Simmons

Micl Kevin Bostic
President, Kokomo Campus President, Logansport Campus
lvy Tech Community College vy Tech Community College
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indiana Manufacturers Association, Inc.

A 101 West Washington St., Suite 1050 East e Indianapolis, IN 46204
317-632-2474 @ 800-462-7762 » Fax: 317-231-2320 e www.imaweb.com

June 12, 2017

Steven Ray, Executive Director
NCIRPC

1525 W Hoosier Blvd, Ste 204
Peru, IN 46970

Dear Mr. Ray:

| write to offer my support of the North Central Indiana Regional Planning Council’s Stronger
Economies Together plan. IMA is exclusively focused on Indiana’s manufacturing sector and
advocating for a business climate that creates, protects, and promotes quality manufacturing
jobs in Indiana. Itis encouraging to see North Central Indiana engaging in targeted strategies to
build on the region’s key manufacturing clusters. '

IMA is prepared to offer its support as North Central Indiana promotes the region’s advanced
manufacturing resources and capacity, develops a supply chain strategy, and creates a Center of
Excellence for Advance Manufacturing. To compete globally, Indiana and its communities must
prepare and deliver a highly-skilled workforce to meet the demands of today’s and tomorrow’s
manufacturers. IMA is committed to partnering with the NC Region to ensure that the next
generation of technologies is manufactured here in Indiana.

IMA appreciates the opportunity to participate in the implementation Stronger Economies
Together plan.

Sincerely,

Brian Burton
President & CEO

Indiana’s Leading Advocate for Industry




May 15, 2017

Steven Ray, Executive Director
NCIRPC

1525 W Hoaosier Blvd, Ste 204
Peru, IN 46970

Dear Mr. Ray

Please accept this letter of support and commitment to the North Central Stronger Economies
Together plan. Indiana Sarm Bureau promotes agriculture through public education and
engagement, and serves as an advocate for agriculture and rural needs. We are excited to see
the North Certral region pursuing strategies to strengthen and grow the agriculture sector.

Farm Bureau has the expertise and resources to help the region achieve the goals and objectives
outlined in t™e SE7 document. We will happily assist with the formation of the regional ag
counci! and will collaborate on the agricultural supply chain study. Farm Bureau is also interested

in the connecting of the agriculture industrial sector with local educational institutions. We feel

[
48]

“his strategic plan will serve to strengthen the region and be a model for other regions within
g g

‘ndiana.

Please accept our support of this very important initiative.

P I LT
. b S S G
Sincerely, /aw” A7 'J‘;

Paul Dorsey, Clinton County Farm Bureau President




June 14, 2017

Mr. Steven Ray. Executive Director
NCIRPC

1525 W Hoosier Blvd. Ste 204
Peru, IN 46970

Dear Mr. Ray:

[ am writing to offer my support of the North Central Indiana Regional Planning Council’s
Stronger Economies Together (SET) Program. The Hoosier Heartland Indiana Small Business
Development Center (ISBDC) has a long history of working closely with community leaders and
business owners to provide impactful services that help small businesses grow and be
sustainable. The Goals and Objectives outlined within the SET plan are well aligned with our
mission.

The ISBDC supports economic development strategies that start and grow small businesses. We
have resources and expertise to assist the North Central’s efforts to develop an agricultural
strategy and to support and grow the advanced manufacturing sector. Our connectivity to a
diverse group of resources spans the region and the State can be leveraged to ensure successful
implementation.

The ISBDC is excited to continue our working relationship with the North Central Regional
Planning Council. Thank you for including us in the important endeavor.

Sincerely.

e wab

Sus*m B. Davis
Regional Director
Hoosier Heartland ISBDC




August 1, 2017

Steven Ray, Executive Director

North Central Indiana Regional Planning Council
1525 W Hoosier Blvd, Ste 204

Peru, IN 46970

Dear Mr. Ray

On behalf of FCA US LLC (FCA), please accept our support for the North Central Indiana Regional Planning
Council (NCIRPC) “Stronger Economies Together” {SET) initiative. FCA USis one the region’s largest auto
manufacturers and we continually face workforce challenges, chief among these is the skilled workforce
availability. To maintain a competitive advantage, industries and communities must work collaboratively
to ensure there is a qualified and skilled workforce for the jobs of today and tomorrow.

The NCIRPC's regional goals of promoting the advanced manufacturing resources along with creating a
Center of Excellence for Advance Manufacturing are key strategies to grow the region’s economy.

FCA US looks forward to working with the North Central Indiana Regional Planning Council and its partners
for the successful implementation of the SET plan. We will actively participate in the regional efforts to

promote advance manufacturing as a viable career path.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Mark Mclean
Senior Manager, Human Resources
FCA Kokomo Transmission Plant.




B e

@ Greater Kokomo

May 19, 2017

Steven Ray
NC.RPC
1525 W Hoosier Blvd Ste 204

Pary, IN 46570

Dear Mr. Ray

F o PR o . LY

The North Central Indiara Economic Development Partnership (EDP) comprised of economic
deveiopment organizations from Cass, Clinton, Fulton, Howard, Miami and Tipton counties pledges jts
support and commitment 10 the implementation of the Stronger Economics Together (SET) plan. The EDP
has a long history of working together to advance local and regional projects and is committed to providing
financial and profassionz’ services to ensure the SET goals are pursued and objectives are achieved.

All of our members nave an awareness of that regional strategies are key to overall economic growth. We
will continue to participate in the regional efforts as conveners of our elected officials and business
leaders; facilitators of technical and financial resources; and champions of initiatives to advance the
manufacturing and agriculture sectars and the quality of life amenities within the region

The EDP will use the High-Quality SET plan to strengtheh regional relationships and develop stronger more
diverse local and regional economies.

Sincerely,

4
-3 s B A
4 &

WALy
Er vé . .
fda 1 G

\

Michael McCool, Chair

North Central indiana Economic Development Partnership

greaterkokomo.com




Region 4
WORK ORCE

Board
Tecumseh Area Partnership, Inc.

April 5, 2016

Kathy Burns

Tecumseh Area Partnership dba Region 4 Workforce Board
976 Mezzanine Drive Suite C

Lafayette, IN 47905

Dear Mr. Ray,

| am pleased to send this letter of commitment to participate in the Stronger Economics
Together (SET) Program. | am committed to becoming a regional team member and helping our
rural communities/counties work together in developing and implementing economic growth
that builds on current and emerging strengths, these include:

e Awareness of that our regional strategies are key to overall economic growth

e Willing to examine new possible economic activities to strengthen our communities

e Committed to gathering guidance and suggestions from diverse sources

e Observing new possible strategies and outcomes for the future of our region

e |am willing to participate and work through the SET planning process as a regional team
and utilize the High Quality regional economic development Plan

The Region 4 Workforce Board is committed to promoting and supporting skills development
and lifelong learning as a means of achieving economic success and improving the quality of life
of our regional citizenry. Our mission meshes well with the scope of this project and | am looking
forward to supporting this endeavor.

Sincerely,

& q:\f‘ oo C {\ «pﬂym

Kathy Burns
Regional Business Consultant

976 Mezzanine Drive - Suite C - Lafayette - IN - 47905 - Phone (765) 477-1710 - Fax (765) 471-7830
www.Region4WorkforceBoard.org




_ 1620 E Hoffer St | Kokomo, IN 46902
(765) 457-0089 | info@raci.org

REALTORS® Association
of Central Indiana

June 1, 2017

Mr. Steven Ray, Executive Director

North Central Indiana Regional Planning Council
1525 West Hoosier Blvd., Suite 204

Peru, IN 46970

Dear Mr. Ray:

The REALTORS Association of Central Indiana (RACI) is an independent not-for-profit organization, with a
mission to enhance the opportunity of its members to provide cooperative, professional, ethical real
estate services to the community while achieving their business objectives.

Our organization provides programs and services that strengthen our member agencies and the
communities in which we serve. Through our community service activities, our members work closely with
elected officials and community leaders to develop and complete projects that enhance the quality of life,
as well as, promote and support economic development projects and initiatives to achieve more
sustainable communities.

It is our understanding that the North Central Indiana Stronger Economies Together strategic plan has
identified a goal to enhance the quality of life across the region and to promote talent attraction through
targeted housing initiatives. We believe this regional goal aligns with the mission of RACI and its members.
We strongly support and want to be an active participate in achieving this goal.

We appreciate learning of your proposed initiative and how it will improve our neighborhoods,
communities and the region. RACI looks forward to serving North Central Indiana and bringing its expertise
and insights to the housing market discussions.

Sincerely,

~)
o . /g%g\

Amy Pate
Executive Vice President




COMMUNITY( Y~ )FOUNDATION

Prone: (765) 454-7298

215 W. SYCAMORE STREET _(erw,’kcg Howard, Clindon & Carvoll Counties (800) 964-0508
KOKONO N 46901 ‘.Ij“f\x: (765) 868-4.123

May 15,2017

Mr. Steven Ray, Executive Director

North Central Indiana Regional Planning Council
1525 West Hoosier Blvd., Suite 204

Peru, IN 46970

Dear Mr. Ray:

The Community Foundation of Howard County serves to connect people and resources to produce a
positive and sustainable change within our communities. Our core values of Stewardship, Open Door,
Service to Donors and Service to Community guide our organization and the work we do.

We understand that Howard and Clinton counties are founding members of the North Central Indiana
Regional Planning Council and are engaged in the Stronger Economies Together initiative to strengthen
the capacity of our communities. The Community Foundation of Howard strongly supports such
activities and is an able partner to advance the goals and objectives outlined i in the strategic plan.

Our organization provides support for programs and services that demonstrate community benefit in the
following areas: Health & Medical, Social Services, Education, Cultural Affairs, Civic Affairs, and
Community Beautification. The regional goals and objectives regarding education and quality of life are
two key areas of interest for the Foundation. We believe we can bring resources to advance the regional
effort at the local level to promote the proposed projects and achieve a more sustainable region. We
strongly support and want to be an active participate in achieving this goal.

Thank you for your consideration. The Community Foundation of Howard County looks forward to
collaborating with the North Central Indiana Regional Planning Council.

Sincerely,

Do)

Hilda G. Burns, President

Crinitor CoOunTy ComMMunITY FOUNDATION Cagrrotl, CounTy
CommuniiTy FounDATION or Howarp County, INC. CommuniTy FOUNDATION




June 13, 2017

Steven Ray, Executive Director ‘
NCIRPC

1525 W Hoosier Blvd, Ste 204

Peru, IN 46970

Dear Mr. Ray,

Please accept this letter of support of the North Central Indiana Regional Planning Council’s
Stronger Economies Together (SET) Program. Logansport Memorial Hospital understands the
value of regionalism as providers of health care and support services to North Central Indiana.

Logansport Memorial has several ongoing local health and wellness initiatives to promote a
higher quality of life for Cass County’s nearly 39,000 residents. Logansport Memorial will actively
partner with the NCIRPC to plan, develop and promote regional strategies to improve the health
and economic conditions within Cass County and region. Healthy communities are vital to the
sustainability of our economies and we will gladly support the SET plan.

| look forward to collaborating with the North Central Regionél Planning Council. Thank you for
your consideration.

/S‘m/c?‘ely '
[
{ y /
0
% L 7/'/
/ csident and Chief Executive Officer

Perry Gay,
Logans/ rtwemoriai Hospital

\

1101 Michigan Avenue e Logansport, IN 46947
574.753.7541 o 800.243.4512 www.logansporimemorial.org
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May 1, 2017

Steven Ray, Executive Director

North Central Indiana Regional Planning Council
1525 West Hoosier Blvd. Suite 204

Peru, IN 46970

Dear Mr. Ray:

The Grissom Regional Defense Alliance (GRDA) is offering its support to the NCIRPC Stronger Economies
Together Initiative (SET). The GRDA is a volunteer organization dedicated to enhancing regional
cooperation for continued defense growth and development in North Central Indiana. GRDA is
comprised of retired military and local community leaders from four North Central Indiana counties,
including Cass, Howard and Miami, serving as the civil advocate for continued defense growth hoth
inside the Grissom Air Reserve Base {GARB) and outside at the Grissom Aeroplex. '

Several members of the GRDA have participated in the SET civic forums and working sessions. GRDA
believes this effort aligns with our long-term strategies to further the development of the GARB and the
Grissom Aeroplex. With the focus to Protect, Grow, Pursue and Educate, relative to Grissom and the
defense industry, the GRDA will partner with the NCIRPC to advance the regional efforts through public
outreach, community education, support of public meetings, and advocacy.

We have a common goal to enhance the economic sustainability of our communities. We will actively
participate and support the Stronger Economies Together Initiative. Thank you for your consideration.

Slncerely,

Lo / %
Dean Despl oy, Ret. B igadier Gener

GRDA Chairman

1525 West Hoosier Boulevard, Peru, IN 46970




101 West Ohio Street, Suite 1575
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

, e (317) 829-3658
U N Fax: (217) 684-3713

The gateway to regional development in Indiana W

June 13, 2017

Steven Ray, Executive Director
NCIRPC

1525 W Hoosier Blvd, Ste 204
Peru, IN 46970

Dear Mr. Ray

The Indiana Association of Regional Councils {IARC) is eager to support of the North Central
Indiana Regional Planning Council’s Stronger Economies Together (SET) Program. 1ARC has
supported the formation of the NCIRPC for nearly ten years and we are excited to see the
region’s growth and success. The SET plan will serve as a guide to move the organizalion and
region beyond its start-up phase and into maturity and IARC will continue to be an active
resource.

IARC is available to serve and support the Regional Leadership Development initiative. Many of
our member organizations date back to the late 1960°s and can provide a wealth of knowledge
relative to regionalism. IARC believes the North Central Indiana Regional Leadership
Development initiative can serve as a model for unserved or underserved regions across the
State. IARC will happily serve as an engaged partner in the implementation of this objective.

We look forward to working with the North Central Regional Planning Council. Thank you for
your consideration.

Theresa Criss-Hartwig, Executive Director
Indiana Association of Regional Councils




REGIONAL DATA
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